
Rising 12th grade (class of 2026): 
 
Students are to read both books! There will be a written response test on Friday, August 22nd. The test will evaluate 
basic comprehension and understanding of key thematic ideas. 
 

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro (2021) 
 
A luminous new novel from the Nobel Prize-winning author of Never Let Me Go and The Remains of the Day, Klara 
and the Sun explores the uncharted implications of AI to human relationships and the abiding question of what it 
means to love. The novel tells the story of Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, who, 
from her place in the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those outside. She 
remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her, but when the possibility emerges that her circumstances may 
change for ever, Klara is warned not to invest too much in the promises of humans. 
 
"A masterpiece of great beauty, meticulous control and, as ever, clear, simple prose." - Sunday Times 

"Another masterwork, a work that makes us feel afresh the beauty and fragility of our humanity" - Observer 

"Intelligent, beautiful, mesmeric and a breeze to read - what more could you want?" - Metro 

"A delicate, haunting story, steeped in sorrow and hope." - The Washington Post 
 
ISBNs: 978-0593311295 (paperback), 978-0593318171 (hardcover) 
 

Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse (1922) 
 
Herman Hesse's classic novel has delighted, inspired, and influenced generations of readers, writers, and thinkers. In 
this story of a wealthy Indian Brahmin who casts off a life of privilege to seek spiritual fulfillment, Hesse synthesizes 
disparate philosophies — Eastern religions, Jungian archetypes, Western individualism — into a unique vision of life 
as expressed through one man's search for true meaning. 
 
“An evergreen favorite for generations of the young and the malcontent.” - Somak Ghoshal 

“A friend gave me Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse when we started traveling together. It makes a lot of sense to me. I 
think it’s a really important book.” - Harry Styles 
 
Recommended edition: the classic translation by Hilda Rosner. ISBN options for the Rosner translation: 
978-0553208849, 978-1567310078, 978-0811200684 
 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED PRE-READING:  

●​ Siddhartha is a very short book, but is philosophical and reflective! You will understand it better if you have a 
very brief overview of some key ideas that are present in the book. You will also be learning about some of 
these in your upcoming World Religions semester of 12th grade theology! 

●​ With this in mind, please read the following very short document before starting the novel: 
, or click HERE. It will make the novel more enjoyable because you will be Siddhartha pre-reading

prepared to encounter these philosophical ideas.  
●​ AI disclosure: I used ChatGPT to generate some basic content for this document (view conversation here). 

After generating this content, I then fact-checked it and modified it into the Google Doc above for our class 
purposes. This will kick off the discussions we will have about AI throughout your senior year English course. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mEemO8xB6inrctUEb-uUQOEyxwGl4vL9X-cD3XxDnYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mEemO8xB6inrctUEb-uUQOEyxwGl4vL9X-cD3XxDnYM/edit?tab=t.0
https://chatgpt.com/share/6839b269-4434-8008-8d0b-51a680d36481


Rising 11th grade (class of 2027): 
 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
Into the Wild by John Krakauer 
 
"In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness 
north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, 
abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. 
Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless came to die is the 
unforgettable story of Into the Wild.” 
 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
 
“Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 
defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in 
the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man 
who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of 
conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinkmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice 
forever.” 
 
“Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving 
window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true 
justice.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rising 10th grade (class of 2028) 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 
In 1920s New York, Jay Gatsby is the man who has everything. But one thing will always be out of his reach. 
Everybody who is anybody is seen at his glittering parties. Day and night his Long Island mansion buzzes with bright 
young things drinking, dancing, and debating his mysterious character. For Gatsby - young, handsome, and 
fabulously rich - always seems alone in the crowd, watching and waiting, though no one knows what for. Beneath the 
shimmering surface of his life, he is hiding a secret: a silent longing that can never be fulfilled. And soon this 
destructive obsession will force his world to unravel. 
 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s third book, stands as the supreme achievement of his career. This 
quintessential novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The story of the mysteriously 
wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 
1920s. 
 
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 
 
“A superb literary novel.” ― New York Journal of Books 
 
“One cannot read Ordinary Grace without feeling as if it is destined to be hailed as a classic work of literature. 
Ordinary Grace is one of those very rare books in which one regrets reaching its end, knowing that the experience of 
having read it for the first time will never be repeated. Krueger, who is incapable of writing badly, arguably has given 
us his masterpiece.” ― BookReporter.com 
 
“A novel that transforms narrator and reader alike.” ― Kirkus Reviews (starred) 
 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 
WINNER OF THE 2014 EDGAR AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL 
WINNER OF THE 2014 DILYS AWARD 
A SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST BOOK OF 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rising 9th grade (class of 2029): 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon  
 
ISBN-10: 9781400032716  
ISBN-13: 978-1400032716  
 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up 
to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. 
And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a 
neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years. 
 
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
 
ISBN-10: ‎ 9780439023528 
ISBN-13: ‎ 978-0439023528 
 
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by 
twelve outlying districts. Long ago the districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender 
terms, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event called, "The Hunger 
Games," a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and 
younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent her district in the Games. The terrain, 
rules, and level of audience participation may change but one thing is constant: kill or be killed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rising 8th grade (class of 2030): 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
 
The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
 
ISBN-10 : 1954839146 
ISBN-13 : 978-1954839144 
 
The domesticated life of a powerful St. Bernard-Shepherd mix named Buck is quickly turned on end when he is 
stolen away from his master and put to work as a sled dog in Alaska. His once life of luxury turns into a life of 
survival and adaptation as he learns the ways of the wilderness. Set in the Klondike region of Canada during the 
1890s Klondike Gold Rush, The Call of the Wild showcases the transformation of a canine as he learns to adapt to 
what life has given him, fair or not. 
 
The Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordann 
 
ISBN-10 : 1423103343 
ISBN-13 : 978-1423103349 
 
After a summer spent trying to prevent a catastrophic war among the Greek gods, Percy Jackson finds his 
seventh-grade school year unnervingly quiet. His biggest problem is dealing with his new friend, Tyson, a 
six-foot-three, mentally challenged homeless kid who follows Percy everywhere, making it hard for Percy to have 
any “normal” friends. But things don’t stay quiet for long. Percy soon discovers there is trouble at Camp Half-Blood: 
the magical borders which protect Half-Blood Hill have been poisoned by a mysterious enemy, and the only safe 
haven for demigods is on the verge of being overrun by mythological monsters. To save the camp, Percy needs the 
help of his best friend, Grover, who has been taken prisoner by the Cyclops Polyphemus on an island somewhere in 
the Sea of Monsters, the dangerous waters Greek heroes have sailed for millennia. Only today, the Sea of Monsters 
goes by a new name…the Bermuda Triangle. Now Percy and his friends Grover, Annabeth, and Tyson must retrieve 
the Golden Fleece from the Island of the Cyclopes by the end of the summer or Camp Half-Blood will be destroyed. 
But first, Percy will learn a stunning new secret about his family - one that makes him question whether being 
claimed as Poseidon’s son is an honor or simply a cruel joke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rising 7th grade (class of 2031): 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
 
Peak  by Roland Smith 
 
ISBN-10 : 0152062688 
ISBN-13 : 978-0152062682 
 
After Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left with two choices: wither away in 
juvenile detention or go live with his long-lost father, who runs an overseas climbing company. 
 
But Peak quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. As owner of Peak 
Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit—and his motives are selfish at 
best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a lifetime. It's also one that could 
cost him his life. 
 
 
The Lightning Thief  by Rick Riordan 
 
ISBN-10 : 0756966035 
ISBN-13 : 978-0756966034 
 
Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is on the most dangerous quest of his life. With the help of a satyr and a daughter of 
Athena, Percy must journey across the United States to catch a thief who has stolen the original weapon of mass 
destruction — Zeus’ master bolt. Along the way, he must face a host of mythological enemies determined to stop 
him. Most of all, he must come to terms with a father he has never known, and an Oracle that has warned him of 
betrayal by a friend. 
 

 



Rising 6th grade (class of 2032): 
Students are to read both books and should prepare for a test within the first few days of school. 
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
 
ISBN-10 : 1416936475 
ISBN-13 : 978-1416936473 
 
Hatchet is the story of Brian Robeson, a thirteen-year-old boy from suburban New York City. His parents have 
recently split, and Brian is spending the summer with his father in northern Canada. When the pilot of the 
single-engine plane that flies Brian over the Canadian wilderness has a fatal heart attack, Brian manages to crash-land 
the plane in a small lake. Thrown into a wild and harsh environment, he must learn to survive by trial and error as 
he constructs a shelter, finds food, creates fire, skirmishes with wildlife and weather, and steadily develops confidence 
and resilience.. Throughout his ordeal, Brian’s only tool is the hatchet his mother gave him just before his ill-fated 
flight. It proves invaluable as Brain learns how best to use it. 
 
Author Gary Paulsen (b. 1939) wrote three sequels to Hatchet: The River, Brian’s Winter, and Brian’s Return. Readers 
can learn more about the real-life events that influenced Hatchet and its sequels in Guts: The True Stories Behind 
Hatchet and the Brian Books. 
 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 
 
ISBN-10 : 0312367546 
ISBN-13 : 978-0312367541 
 
First published in 1962, Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time is one of the forerunners of the contemporary young 
adult science fantasy novel, paving the way for the Harry Potters and Katniss Everdeens of the literary world. It 
received numerous accolades, including a Newbery Medal and the Lewis Carroll Shelf Award, and was also a 
runner-up for the prestigious Hans Christian Andersen Award. In spite of the novel’s eventual impact, L’Engle’s A 
Wrinkle in Time was rejected by dozens of publishing houses at first. One theory is that publishers at the time were 
reluctant to put out a science fantasy novel featuring a young girl as its heroine. 
 
Author Madeleine L’Engle (1918-2007) is hailed as a pioneer of the young adult literature genre. Her first novel, A 
Wrinkle in Time, remains her most enduring, influential and beloved. A Wrinkle in Time is the first in the series of 
five titles known as the Time Quintet, featuring the ongoing adventures and misadventures of Meg Murry, her 
friends, and her family. 
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